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II, A Difcourfe cccafiond by an Infcription found, about Three 
Tears ago, at Langchefter in the Bifhoprick of Durham* 
and communicated to the Royal Society from Dr Hunter 
by Dr. Woodward, as it is printed in the PhiUfophicai 
Tranfatthns, N° 35-4. By Roger Gale, Efq; R. S. S. 

DR. Hunter, who communicated this Infcription, 
having only given us his Conje&ures as to the 
ftrft fortifying the Place where it was found, 
and the Time of its Repair after it had been deftroy'd, 
but faid nothing relating to the Explanation of the In- 
fcription itfelf, tho' extremely curious ; it will not, I 
hope, be taken amifs, if I offer fome Thoughts that oc- 
curr'd to me at firft fight of it, and afterwards indu- 
ced me to put together what follows upon that Sub- 
ject. I fliall not in the leaft: difpute or call in queftion 
the Time of its Foundation, as fix'd by the Doctor* 
but begin with the Place where it was difcover'd, name- 
ly Langchefter or Lancafter, in the Bifhoprick of Dur- 
ham, which I am, i with him, fully perfuaded was the 
Longovicus, where the Notitia Imperii places the * Nume- 
rus Longovicariorum. 

This place is feated upon a great Milirary Way, a- 
bout 1 % Miles diftance from Binchefter, and 7 from Eb» 
chefter, the one the Vinovia, and the other the Vindomo- 
ra of Antoninus, as the Correfpondence of the Numbers 
may evince; Binchefter being 19 Roman Miles from Eb- 
chefter, as that is 9 from Ccrbridge, the exad Numbers 
the Itinerary gives us between Vinovia, Vindomora, and 
Cerftopitum. What is very ftrange is, that the Itinerary, 
which mufl go upon the great Road direclly thro' this 
I Nnnnna Town 
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Town of Lon?ovic!!S betwixt Vhdomora and Vimvta, 
takes not the lead Notice of ir, but meafuresche Way 
at the whole Lengsh ami Number of Miles, from the 
fir $ to the latter of rhofe Stations I! Longcvicu was 
founded, as Dr. Hunter fuppofes ', fo early as the 
7 imc of Julius Ag>icola, and if that ltimr.tr) was com- 
poied by any of the Emperors that bore he Name of 
Antohinm, this Station might have been deftroy d or 
defeated dunng the Wars wirh th Britnins and not be- 
ing repair d till the Reign of Gordian iif. was pafs'd over 
by the Author of the tineraty. as a Camp not then in be- 
ing or o* no ufe to the /?<*».» Armies; and rhis would 
be no weak .Argument for ihe Antiquity of that Work : 
And perhaps tome Parts of it may have been deienbed 
as early as the Reigns of thole Emperors, or earlier, and 
fuch Names of more modem places as are found in it, 
may have been afterwards added as Occafion requir d. 
As a farther Confirmation of this Conjecture, I beg leave 
to obtervc, that rhis ' lace, after it was repair d by Gor- 
diart, fubfifled even to the P.uine of the Komm Empire in 
Britain, as is evident by the Mention of it in the Notitia 
Imperii i lo that had this "Journey which carries us from 
Vmdomora to Finovia. been compos d after the Reign of 
Cord/an, it would be very hard to account for the Omit 
fion of this remarkable Station and Town, as it appears 
to have been from this, and many other fnfcnptions 
found there 

Having this Opportunity of doing it ! am unwilling to 
let it flip without rectifying a MtQakc in the ?JJay towards 
the Recovery of th; Roman Higbwtys thro Britain, printed 
in the 6th Relume of Mr. Hearne'* Itinerary of Leland y , 
which having brought the Ermmvftreet ( not the w 'at* 
lingfireet, as Or Hunter and the Country call it ) a lirtle 
beyond Cattarick in Tor'kjhire, divides it there into two 

Blanches, 
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Branches, tracing one of rhem to Tirtmouth, and the other 
to arlifl'- but omits the main Stemm of it, that cans al- 
tnoft diredly Northward to i'krcsbridge. fo to Denton, 
Houghton, Mnchefler, Langchefter, Eke ht (far, Csrhridge t 
and through the Heart of tforthumberLnd into ScotLtnd, 
about a Mile and a half to the Weft of Berwick. It is in 
fevctal places very intireand fair, efpeciaily between Cor- 
bridge and Bincbrfer, the Ridge of it there being for the 
mo(l- part two Yards in Height above the Level of the 
Soil, nolefsthan Eight Yards broad, and alipav'd with 
Stones, that are as even as if new laid : as I am inform'd 
by the ingenious Mt.lVarhurtort, who has often view'd 
it, and to whom we are obliged for the moft accurate 
and ufeful Map of the County of Northumberland that 
was ever yet publifh'd. This Digrefiion, if k may be io 
call'd, 1 hope will be excus'd, fince it not only i'txi fight 
an Error, but acquaints you with a noble Roman Way f 
fcarcely yet known or oblerv'd by any body. 

Having fix'd the Seat of this Long-vkm, where the 
fnfeription was found, let us consider next what (ore of 
a Place it was ; and upon due Enquiry it will appear to 
have been one of the moil ancient and eminenc Stations 
the Romans were polleisd of in thefe Parts. As to irs 
Antiquity, Dr. Hunter has made it probable, that we 
ought to look for it as high as Julius Agricolas command- 
ing under Domhian, in this Ifland : As to its Emincncy, 
the Infcription that came lad from him to the Society as 
well as feveral others found there, is an undeniable Evi- 
dence of its being a Place of great Consideration ; bin 
nothing can put that more out of Dilpute than the hrfi 
which was tome Years ago tranfmitted by the fame 
Hand 6 , which therefore 1 beg leave to infcrt here wish 
that which came latt from him, and the rather becaufe 
little or nothing has ever been (aid upon it, and that they 
wiil give great Light one to the. other. 

Nnnnnn z IMP 

s -thil.Tranf. N°_ i.66. 
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The Stone whereon the firft is cut has been broke 
in two, whereby fome of the Letters are defaced, how- 
ever, it may be very well read as follows ; the Letters 
PRE in the fourth Line I take to be a Miftake of the 
Workman, having feen feveral Copies, where they are 
fo tranferibed; that they mould be PER is evident 
from the fifth Line of the fecond Infctiption. 

X Jmperator Ctfar Marcus Antonius Gordianus 
Tins Felix Auguflus Balneum cum 
Baftlica a folo injlruxit 
Per Cneium Luciliamtm Legatum Auguftalem 
Propratorem Curante Marco Aurelio 
Huirino Prafeclo cohortis prima Longovicariortm j or 
rather, Legionis Gordiana. 

The fecond can be read only after the following 
manner* 

II. Tmperator C<efar Marcus Antonius 
Gordianus Pius Felix Auguflus 
Principia & Armamentaria 
Conlapfa reftltuit 
Per Mac ilium Fufcum Legatum 
Auguflalem Propratorem curante Marco Aurelio 
Siuirino Prafetto Cohortis prima Legionis Gerdians: 

From theft Two Infcriptions compar'd together, it 
will be apparent that they were not only erected un* 
der the fame Emperor, but by the Care of the very 
fame Perfon Aurelius Unrinus, trio' not in the fame 
Year. The Emperor can be no other than Gordianus 
the youngeft, or third of that Name; the two former 
having been flain fo very foon after they had aflumed 
the Purple, that it is improbable they mould have gi« 

ven 
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vcn any Orders or Commands for the eredTing of new, 
and repairing of arttient buildings, in ib remote a Pro- 
vince as Britain vvas from Africa, where they were 
murder d after a fhort joint Reign of fcarce fcven Weeks. 
Dr, Hunter tells us, that that which was firft dif- 
covcr'd ( and which \ fhall theiefore always difttnguifh. 
by the Name of the flrft ) was dug up about a Hundred 
Yards Eall from a great Square, which had been fortified 
with a thick, flrcng Wall, faced with hewen Stone, 
within which, and without, elpecially towards the Eafl, 
arc nothing but ruinous Heaps of Stone, and thinks the 
Lodging of the Garifon only to have been included with- 
in thole Walls. His Conjecture is very much confirm- 
ed by the i Account he gives us of the finding the lad 
Infcription within that fquare inclofure ;. fo that there 
feems to have been at this Lonrovicus a large Town, and 
one of thole Camps call'd Caftra ftativa, where the Le- 
gions lay in Quarters during the time of Peace and 
Quiet. 

The firft Infcription tells us, thar the Emperor Gordian 
built the Balneum and Baftlica from the Ground, a Solo; 
whereas, by the fecond he appears to have been only 
the Repairer of the Principia and Armamentaria. Per- 
haps therefore here might be no Town, till the Romans 
thought fit to repair their old deferted Camp at this 
Place, and then the Emperor might alfo build the Bath 
and Palace for the Refidence of the Proprietor, when in 
thele Parts of Britain : the Word Baftlica importing both 
a Palace, and an Edifice for hearing of Caufes, and 
tranfa&ing all publick Affairs. As ' this eminent Buil- 
ding was erected by the Emperor's Command, it is 
an undeniable Argument of the Splendor of this Town, 
as are the great Heaps of Rubbiih, and Ruities, where 

this 
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this fnfcription was found, of its Largenefs End Ex- 
tent 

The fecond equally puts the being of tho C aft rum ft a- 
tivum out of dsfpute, when it acquaints us with the Re- 
building of the Armament art 3 and Principia there, that h 
the Arcenal- and Quarters either of the Legionary Soldi- 
er , that were caii'd the Principe', or the place where 
the Ragles and other military iLnfigns were kept. It is 
probable they did not belong ro one particular Legion, 
but to (everai, as they had occafion t > be employ'd here ; 
1 tho the Leg to fexta Viclrix feems to have the bed 
Title to them, as being conilantly quarter'd in the 
Nor Ji j whereas, the z Legto Secundi, and 3 Ficcfima 
Were generally garrilon'd. the ftrit at Caerkon in Wales 
and Ricb'-urrow in Km. and the other at and about Che- 
ffer; Co thac rhe 4 Monument they have left in the 
North were erected by them, when the Wars, and other 
Works, as particularly the Wail carry'd ctofs the Ifland, 
calld them thither; which biing finiih'd, they returned 
home ro their more Southern Quarters, and continud 
in them till commanded Abroad upon new Services. I 
Will not pretend ro determin when thefe Armamentaria 
and Principia firft fell ro ruin : perhaps it might be 
when Hadrian, Lollim Urbicus and Sevtruf had car« 
ried their Conqueils farther into the Enemy's Country, 
and having budt thofe famous Wall-, the Relicks of 
which we ftill fee in the Shire ofStettivg in Scotland, and 
in Nortbim'ocrland and Cumhe land in Et^Und, that this 
Camp might be thought ufelefs, the Roman Fotces be- 
ing drawn nearer to, and quarter'd upon the Frontiers ; 
and (b this Fortrefs abandoned and iuffer d to fail into 
decay, as the Word conlaffa implies : and not that ic 

was 
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was deftroy'd by any Fire, War, or other Enemy than 
Age and Negled. 

Tho' the Word conlaffa is wrote here with an N, there 
can be no doubt but the Pronunciation of it was as we 
ufually find it fpelt, collapfa ; a certain Argument of the 
Letter N's being filent in the middle of a Word, before 
two Confonants, efpecially NS, and NT, when the T 
was pronounced like an S. To omit what 1 guintilian 
fays -to this purpofe, it is confirm'd by the Abfence of 
that Letter in numberlefs inferiptions in Gruter, Reitte- 
Jius, &c. and no wonder, fince the Workmen in thofe 
Days, as well as ours, ufually wrote as they fpoke nheir 
Words. I (hall not trouble you with Quotations of any 
of them to this end, but as a Proof of what I fay, on- 
ly aflure you from ocular Inflection and a mod accu- 
rate Examination, that there is no tranfverfe Line over 
the Letters bS belonging to the Word FABRIQESIS in 
the Infcription of IVL. VITALI at Bath, whatever 
has been affirm'd to the contrary, but that the Letter 
N is totaly omitted there. You will alfo pardon my 
Endeavours, befoie I leave this Subject, to explain a 
jhort Infcription belonging to fome of our Countrymen, 
tho 5 found at Amerbach in Germany % fince it will be a 
new Proof of the foregoing Aflertion. 

IN. 

NY MP HIS* Njmphls. 

NfBRITTON Humerus Brittonum 

TRiPVTIEN Triputie»fis t or ems 

SVB CVRA f Sub euro. 

M <? VLPI Marci Ulfit 

MALCHI* Malchi 

e>LEG XXII Centurionis Leg. 22. 

PR <? P <j> F 9 Vrimigmia, Via, Felicis. 

There 
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There is no Difficulty but in the Word TRIPVTIEN, 
and that will prefently vanifh if you infert the Letter N, 
and read it TRfPVNT, i. e. Tripontiersus or Tripniknfis, 
the Mutation of the O and V being fo frequent, that 
no body is ignorant of it. This will bring you to Tri- 
pntium ' or Dowbridge in Northampton/hire; tho' that ex- 
cellent Antiquary Dr. Battely z , in his Antiquitates Ru- 
tupin<e, would read it RSPVTIEN, and flx'd the Place 
whence this Numerus took its Appellation at Richhurrow 
in Kent. 

But to return where we left the Camp at Longovicus, 
it will be as difficult to afi;gn a Reafon for its being 
repaired, as it was for its being deferted ; unlefs that 
the Prcprators might judge it advifable about the Time 
of Gordian Hi. to fix their Refidence there, and confe- 
quently refortify the old Camp for their State and Se- 
curity* And that it was not refortify'd upon any fud- 
den Emergency, but for Time and Duration, is evi- 
dent both from the ftrong Stone-Works that encompafs'd 
it, and a Body of Forces lying here, even at the Expira- 
tion of the Roman Empire and Authority in this Ifland, 
which from its Continuance in the fame Station, had 
got the Name of the Longcvicarii 3 . 

The \ erlon that under the Emperor gave Diredion 
for thefe Repairs, was MmMus Fufcus : As M&cilhs is a 
Diminutive of Mscius, it is not unlikely that he was 
the Son of Mxc'tut Fufcus, who was Confui with Turpi- 
lius Dexter, A. D. 225. in the Reign of Alexander Seve- 
rus : By this Irifcription it appears that this M&ciliu$ 
was the Emperor Gordian's Lieutenant here and Trcfrator '-> 
For tho' in Phil. Tranfatf.N 354, by the Inadver- 
tency of the Engraver, we read only PR. inftead of 
PR. PR ; it is right in the Original, and in the Tran- 

O o o o o o fcript 
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fcript fent up by Dr. Hunter, and accordingly in pag a 
8if>. the Faulr is amended. And as the Name of Fuf- 
ens {lands in the fame Piace in the fecond as that of 
Lttc'rfianus docs in the firft, and with the fame Ad- 
juncts both before and after, we may fairly conclude 
he was either his Predeceflbr or Succeffor, but which. 
it is impoflible to determin. 

And here, perhaps, it may not be amlfs to re- 
mark, we never meet with a Legatus Auguftalis in any 
Infcription in this liland, without the joint Title of 
Proprietor j and ' Tacitus himfelf either makes them the 
fame Office, or at leaft unites them in the fame Perfon, 
when he tells US, In Britannia P. Oftorium Propr,e>,o- 
rem turbida res excepere ; and having prefently afcer 
related the manner of the Fight with the Iceni, fliles 
him Legatus, gu& pugna filius Legati t M. Ojlorius, fer~ 
vati civis decus meruit ■ ; and a little after he gives both 
the fame Titles to A. Didius the SuccefTor of florins. 

We are indebted therefore to thefe two Monuments, 
not only for the Account they have preferved of the 
Roman Arms and Magnificence at Longovicus, but for 
the indifputable Records of the Names of two Legates 
and Proprietors of Britain, that would othervvife have 
been buried in Oblivion, viz. Cneius Lucilianus and Ma* 
cilius Fujcus : For from Virius Lupus ( who was Prcpr*- 
tor and Legate here about the Year ic8, under Seve- 
ns, and jufl; before that Emperor's coming into this 
Ifjand repaired a Bath burnt down at Lavatr<£, or 
Bowes ', in Torhflnre) we have no where extant the 
Name of one of thofe Officers, till we come to Non- 
nius Philippus, whom I take to have fucceeded the laft 
of thefe ; the 4 Stone which was found at Old Carlifu 

in 
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In Cumberland, and has preferv'd his Memory, fetting 
forth that he was Legate and Proprator when Atticus 
and Prttextatus were Co/tfuls, which was A. D xqz. 
the very Year that our Gordian went upon his Perfian 
Expedition, from which he never return'd. And as thac 
Emperor left Nonn'm Philippus in thac Poft, when he 
march'd into the Eaft, where he was murder'd about 
two Years after, it is highly probable that he was the 
lafi: Propr&tor of his appointing, and confequently, that 
Mdctlhs Fujcus was his PredecefTor, and the Repairs be- 
gun at Longovkus before the Year 243 \ I would not 
have troubled you with this Infcription, but that it is 
faultily tranfcribed in Camden, and that I mail have oc- 
cafion by and-by to refer to it again, upon a material 
Point, which therefore I hope will plead my Pardon. 

IV. I. O. M. 

PRO. SALVTF. IMPERATORiS 
M. ANTONl. GORDIANI. P. F. 
1NV1CTI. AVG. ET. SABINAE. FvR 
IE. TRANQVILE. CONlVGL ElVS. TO 
TAQVE. DOMV. D1V1N. EORVM. A 
LA. AVG. GORDIA. OB ViRTVTEM 
APPELLAT. POSVIT. CVI. PRAEEST 
A1MIL1VS. CRISP1NVS. PREF 
EQG^NATVS. IN. PRO. AFRICA DE 
TVSDRO. SVB. CVR. NONNII. PHI 
LIFPF. LEG. AVG. PROPRETO. 
ATTICO. ET. PRETEXTATP COSS. 

Oooooo » The 
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ThePerfon who bad the Care of thefe Repairs both 
in Town and Camp, was Marcus Aurelius Quirinus, Pre- 
fect or Commander of a Company of Foot; another Ar- 
gument for the Propisetors Lucilianus and Fufctts fucceed- 
jng immediately one the other, he ferving in the (lime 
Foft under both. I muft obferve however,, that altho' 
the two firft Infcripticns have been cut very near the 
lame time, and by the fame Hand, as appears by the 
Form of the Letters, and Manner of the Abbreviations 
in each of them, yet the Office that this Quirinus bore 
is fomething differently exprefs'd in the firft from what 
it is in the fecond, if they have been accurately tran- 
fcribed ; the Firft (hewing, after QVIR I NO the Letters 
PRE.GH. 1. 1.6. R, which, before I had Teen the Latter, 
I was induced to read PrafecJo Cohortis prima Longovlcc- 
riorum, the ' Nctitia Imperii placing the Prtfeffus mime- 
ri Longovicariorum Longovico. That Humerus and Co- 
hors were the fame thing, 2 Pancirollus, in his Notes 
upon that Book, quotes St- Chryfoftome :o prove, and 
fome other?, Cchors erat qui vocatur Nimerus ; but I ra- 
ther take it to be an indefinite Number of Men, which 
might comprize Teveral Companies, independent of a- 
ny Legion. 3 Vegetim, fpeaking of the Legati Impera- 
ioris, fays, in quorum locum nunc illujlres viros conflat Ma- 
giftros Militum fubflitutos, a qttibus non t ant um~ binx Legio- 
nes, fed p fares Humeri guhernantur; by which it is plain, 
the Numeri were no Legionary Cohorts. Neither was the 
Name fo modern as from the Nctitia Imperii and Chry- 
foftome it might appear to be j for w 7 e meet with a 4 Nti- 
merus Britonum upon an Altar found in Tranfjlvania , de- 
dicated to rhe Nymphs, when the Empetot Commodus and 
Glabrio were Confuls. A. D. 186. And s another Nume- 
ral upon an Altar ere&ed to Hercules for the Profpeirity 

of 
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@f Seplmim Sevsrus, when Laterar.us and Rufinus were 
Confuls, A. D, 197: But after I had review'd the Let- 
ters at the end of the fecoad Infcriprion, which are plain- 
ly tranferibed PR. CoH. I. L. GOR. I could read them 
no other wife than Fr.sfitfo Cohort is prim<e Legion) s Gcrdia- 
p<e. Gordim III. was Co beloved of the Soldiery, that (eve- 
ral Legions complimented him by honouring themfelves 
with his Name, as the : Legio tertia Italica, which took 
the Addition of Gordiana ; and the z Legio decima ge- 
mma, and 3 Decima tertiagemimdid both give themfelves 
the fame Appellation. But which of the Legions quar- 
tered in this Ifland (6 ftiled itfelf is not determine! by 
this Infcription or any other that I know of. Howe 
ver, as the Legio fexta Fitfrix was all along quarter'd 
in the Northern parts of this Kingdom ( as i obfer- 
vtd before) where thefe Infcriptions were erected, I 
make no doubt but it was that which call'd it felf Gor- 
diana, tho' the numeral DiftinSion of VI is omitted, 
only perhaps for want of Room on the Stone. We find 
by feveral Infcriptions in C&mdm, that there was an Ah 
in thole Parts which prided it felf upon its Valour, and 
was therefore call'd the Ah Augujla ; of the many Me- 
morials it has left us of its Title, I fhall only mention 
4 one found at Old Carlijle, and which is the ancienteft 
of them all, by any certainty of Date. 

I. O. M. 

AL. hVXj 03 

■. . • RTVT. APPEL. CVI 

PRAEEST. TIB. CL. TIB. F. P. 

LING ' * N IVSTINVS. 

PRAEF. FVSCIANO. 

1L.SILANO.II. COS. 



that 
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that is, 

fovi Optimo Maximo, Ah Augufl* oh Virtu* 
tern appeliata, cut pr£efi Tiberius Claudius Tiberii 
filius, provincia. Lingonenfi, Jufiinus pr<efe£iusy 
Fufciano fecundo, Silano fecund)) Qonfulibus. 

This Akar was dedicated when Fufciams and Sih* 
ms were tire feeond time Confuls, that is, in the Year 
188. under the Reign of Commodus, and Fifty Years 
before our Gordian came to the Empire. At the fame 
p!ace was alfb difcover'd the Fourth Infcription by me 
quoted, where we find this fame Ah Augu/la filling 
itfelf aifo Gordiana j from whence I think it is not a 
little probable that the Legion to which this Wing ap- 
pertain'd was the Legto Gordiana mention'd in the infcirip- 
tions found at Langckefter ; and that Legion to have 
been the Legio fexta Ficfrix, from the long Continu- 
ation of this Ah Augufia. in thefe Northern parts of 
the Nation, the conftant Quarters of that Legion. 
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